
VOCABULARY
Tips, strategies, and practice to ace the SAT

SAT ®

am·biv·a·lent

· showing contradictory feelings(adjective)
\am-ˈbi-və-lənt

prag·mat·ic
· dealing with problems practically

(adjective) \prag-ˈma-tik

ca·pri·cious

· lacking a standard or norm; irregular

(adjective)
\kə-ˈpri-shəs

ob·sti·nate
(adjective)

\ˈäb-stə-nət

fas·tid·i·ous
· extremely or excessively careful or detailed

(adjective) \fa-ˈsti-dē-əs

gre·gar·i·ous

· fond of the company of others; sociable.

(adjective)

\gri-ˈg
er-ē-ə

s
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General Vocabulary
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To excel on the SAT, you need to be comfortable with vocabulary words that appear across various 
academic subjects. This will help you decode difficult passages and write more eloquent essays.

Here are some of the general vocabulary words you need to know for the SAT:

Definitions taken from Merriam-Webster Unabridged Dictionary and Merriam-Webster Collegiate Dictionary

abate (verb)
to decrease in force, intensity, 
or violence

·

abstract (adjective)

relating to general ideas or 
qualities rather than an actual 
object or person

·

to make something such as 
pain or suffering more bearable

·
alleviate (verb)

one that contends with, 
opposes, or resists

adversary (noun)

·

to support or argue for a 
cause, policy, etc.

advocate (verb)

·

one who supports the
interests of another

advocate (noun)

·

having or showing contradictory 
feelings toward something

ambivalent (adjective)

·

marked by kindness or generosity

benevolent (adjective)

·

to give a strong support or 
foundation to; to boost

bolster (verb)

·

expressing opinions in an open, 
honest, and sincere way

candid (adjective)

·

coherent (adjective)
logically ordered; having 
clarity

·

complacent (adjective)

showing little or no care or 
interest, especially in regard 
to a serious matter

·

a ruler with absolute power
and authority

·
despot (noun)

to treat something bad as 
acceptable or harmless

condone (verb)

·

complicated and involved;
intricate

convoluted (adjective)

·

respect and esteem owed
to a superior or an elder

deference (noun)

·

characterized by steady, earnest, 
and energetic effort

diligent (adjective)

·

a feeling of dislike for something

disdain (noun)

·

marked by forceful and fluent 
expression

eloquent (adjective)

·

hard to pin down, isolate, or 
identify

elusive (adjective)

·

embellish (verb)
to make beautiful with
decoration

·

empathy (noun)

the act of being sensitive to 
the feelings, thoughts, and 
experiences of others

·

extremely or excessively careful 
or detailed

·
fastidious (adjective)

lasting a very short time;
temporary

ephemeral (adjective)

·

of uncertain nature or
classification; undecided

equivocal (adjective)

·

to make something bad or 
unpleasant worse

exacerbate (verb)

·

very flowery in style; elaborately 
decorated

florid (adjective)

·

the quality or state of being grand

grandeur (adjective)

·

to move someone to action;
urge on

incite (verb)

·

marked by a lack of interest, 
enthusiasm, or concern

indifferent (adjective)

·
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Definitions taken from Merriam-Webster Unabridged Dictionary and Merriam-Webster Collegiate Dictionary

General Vocabulary

malleable (adjective)
capable of being altered by 
outside forces or influences

·

meticulous (adjective)

very careful about doing 
something in an extremely 
accurate and exact way

·

stubbornly holding to an 
opinion or purpose

obstinate (adjective)

·

pragmatic (adjective)
dealing with problems in a 
practical way

·

substantiate (verb)

to establish by proof or 
evidence

·

passing through or by a place 
with only a brief stay

transient (adjective)

·

viable (adjective)
having a reasonable chance of 
succeeding

·

warrant (verb)

to give adequate ground or 
reason for; to justify

·

to give up possession of

yield (verb)

·

Advanced Vocabulary

austere (adjective)
stern and cold in appearance 
or manner

·

castigate (adjective)

to subject to severe
punishment or criticism

·

requiring knowledge that is 
restricted to a small group

esoteric (adjective)

·

obdurate (adjective)
stubbornly persistent in 
wrongdoing

·

obsequious (adjective)

excessively compliant to the 
will of another

·

characterized by routine;
done merely as a duty

perfunctory (adjective)

·

tenuous (adjective)
having a thin consistency; not 
firmly based or supported

·

vitriolic (adjective)

marked by a sharp biting 
quality

·

showing or suggesting a lofty 
and courageous spirit

magnanimous (adjective)

· highly destructive often in a 
way that is not easily noticed

pernicious (adjective)

·

Tips for Learning Vocabulary

One of the most common methods of learning vocabulary is using flashcards, with the vocab word on 
one side and the definition on the other. Utilizing the Leitner method is a great way to improve your 
recall and overall retention.

To ensure that you really grasp the word, try finding several example sentences that use the word.
If you understand the word within the context of different sentence, you have a much better chance
of remembering it long-term.

to produce·
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Mastering vocabulary is about improving your knowledge and helping you communicate more effectively.
It empowers you to read more critically and express complex ideas more precisely.  

This will not only prepare you for the SAT but also equip you for lifelong learning.

Keep practicing, stay curious, and trust your ability to express yourself clearly and effectively. Success comes 
with persistence and the right tools.

You’ve got this!

Need more resources? Scan the QR codes below to check out test prep materials from Mometrix that are 
specifically designed to help you ace the SAT.

You can also visit https://www.mometrix.com/academy/sat-practice-test/ to take an SAT practice test.

SAT Study Guide SAT Flashcards
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