
Common Medical Abbreviations, Acronyms, and Terms
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A

MeaningTerm

At@

Albumin/globulin ratioA/G

Of each, equal partsAA

Anterior axillary line

AbdomenAbd.

Before eatingAC

AAL

Angiotensin converting enzymeACE

Anterior cruciate ligamentACL

Advanced cardiac life supportACLS

Adrenocorticotropic hormone

Admitting diagnosisAD

Activities of daily livingADL

AdmissionAdm.

Admission urine specimenAd. Spec.

ACTH

Atrial fibrillationA. Fib.

Appropriate for gestational ageAGA

Aortic insufficiencyAI

Acquired immunodeficiency syndromeAIDS

Above-knee amputationAKA

MeaningTerm

Acute lymphocytic leukemiaALL

Alcoholic liver diseaseALD

Alkaline phosphataseALP

Alanine transaminase
ALT

Alanine aminotransferase

MorningAM

Ambulation, walking, ambulatoryAmb.

AmountAmt.

AppendectomyAP

ApproximatelyApprox.

Abdominoperineal resectionAPR

Acute renal failureARF

Acute surgical abdomen

Anterior decompression spinal fusionASF

Acute tubular necrosisATN

Both earsAU

AtrioventricularAV

ASA

Be specific with amputations! In documentation, 
always include the side as well. Leaving off “left” 
or “right” can lead to serious miscommunication.

• R AKA = amputation above right knee
• L AKA = amputation above left knee

Arterial blood gasABG

Absolute bed restABR

https://www.mometrix.com/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/blood-gases/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/antihypertensives-ace-inhibitors-and-arbs/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/endocrine-system/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/aki-acute-kidney-injury/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/ekg-interpretation/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/aids-infections-and-malignancies/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/av-heart-blocks/
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B

MeaningTerm

Below kneeB/K

Bowel and bladder trainingB&B

Brain attack teamBAT

Blood glucoseBG

MeaningTerm

Twice a dayBID

C

MeaningTerm

Degree(s) Celsius (or centigrade)°C

MeaningTerm

Continuous bladder irrigationCBI

Blood pressureBP

Bed restBR

Bathroom privilegesBRP

BSC Bedside commode

BiopsyBX

Bowel movement or breast milkBM

Bilateral inguinal hernia

Below-knee amputationBKA

BIH

Complaint ofC/O CBS Capillary blood sugar

Chief complaintCC

CholecystokininCCK

Continuous cyclic peritoneal dialysisCCPD

CCU Cardiac care unit

Critical closing volumeCCV

Complete bed restCBR

Cystic fibrosisCF

Congestive heart failureCHF

Cardiac indexCI

Chronic kidney diseaseCKD

Withc

Calcium, cancer, carcinoma

Crystalline amino acidsCAA

Coronary artery bypass graftCABG

CA

Coronary artery diseaseCAD

Continuous ambulatory peritoneal dialysisCAPD

Computerized axial tomography

Complete blood countCBC

Common bile ductCBD

CAT

Common bile duct explorationCBDE

Capillary blood gasCBG Continuous lumbar epidural anesthesiaCLEA

https://www.mometrix.com/academy/vital-signs/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/coronary-artery-disease/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/lab-values/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/respiratory-disease/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/congestive-heart-failure/
https://www.mometrix.com/


-3-

MeaningTerm

Clinical laboratory technicianCLT

Chronic myelogenous leukemia

Cranial nervesCN

Central nervous systemCNS

CML

MeaningTerm

Cerebral perfusion pressureCPP

Cardiopulmonary resuscitationCPR

Creatinine clearanceCRCL

CRF Chronic renal failure

Capillary refill timeCRT

Central supplyCSCardiac outputCO

Chronic otitis mediaCOM

Chronic obstructive pulmonary diseaseCOPD

Chest pain

Cleft palate

Cephalo-pelvic disproportionCPD

CP

Central service departmentCSD

Cerebrospinal fluidCSF

Central supply roomCSR

Computed tomography

Cerebral vascular accident
CVA

Costovertebral angle

CT

Creatine phosphokinaseCPK Central venous pressureCVP

Chest X-rayCXR

D

MeaningTerm

Distal thirdD3

5% dextrose in waterD5W

Discontinue or discharge

Disseminated intravascular coagulopathyDIC

Direct inguinal herniaDIH

DC

MeaningTerm

Diabetes mellitusDM

Deoxyribonucleic acidDNA

Do not resuscitateDNR

Diabetic ketoacidosisDKA

Direct laryngoscopyDL

Context is important! Abbreviations can mean 
different things depending on usage and setting.

Depending on the context, D3 can also refer to 
vitamin D3 (cholecalciferol).

Dead on arrivalDOA

D&C Dilation and curettage

Carbon dioxideCO2

https://www.mometrix.com/academy/nervous-system/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/the-otitis-media/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/respiratory-disease/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/strokes/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/diabetes-type-i/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/dna/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/iv-fluid/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/diabetes-complications/
https://www.mometrix.com/


E

MeaningTerm

Essential amino acidsEAA

Estimated blood lossEBL

Epstein-Barr virusEBV

Extra capsular cataract extraction

Extracellular fluid
ECF

Extended care facility

ECCE

MeaningTerm

EFAD Essential fatty acid deficiency

EsophagogastroduodenoscopyEGD

ElectromyographyEMG

ElectrocardiogramECG or EKG

Electroconvulsive therapyECT

Extensor digitorum communis

Epidural hematomaEDH

End-to-end anastomosisEEA

EDC

Eyes, motor, verbal responseEMV

Ear, nose, and throatENT

EOM Extraocular muscles

Extraocular movements intactEOMI

Emergency roomER

ElectroencephalogramEEG

Emergency exploratory laparotomyEEL

Endoscopic retrograde
cholangiopancreatography

Erythrocyte sedimentation rateESR

End-stage renal diseaseESRD

ERCP

EthanolEtOH

Endotracheal tubeET or ETT
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MeaningTerm

Date of birthDOB

Dyspnea on exertionDOE

DressingDsg.

MeaningTerm

Deep tendon reflexesDTR

Deep vein thrombosisDVT

DiagnosisDX

Both ECG and EKG mean “electrocardiogram.”

EKG comes from the original German spelling (elektrokardiogramm). You’ll 
still see both in charts and orders, but they refer to the exact same test.

Eye, ear, nose, and throatEENT Examination under anesthesiaEUA

DPT Diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus

https://www.mometrix.com/academy/neurological-assessment/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/dvt-prevention-and-treatment/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/amino-acids/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/ekg-reading/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/diagnostic-procedures-of-the-gastrointestinal-system/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/glasgow-coma-scale/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/end-stage-renal-disease/
https://www.mometrix.com/
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F

MeaningTerm

Degree(s) Fahrenheit°F

FemaleF

Fasting blood sugarFBS

Foreign body extraction

Flexor carpi ulnarisFCU

Food & Drug AdministrationFDA

FBE

MeaningTerm

Flexor digitorum profundusFDP

Flexor digitorum superficialisFDS

Functional endoscopic sinus surgeryFESS

Forced expiratory volumeFEV

Forced feeding/forced fluidsFF

G

MeaningTerm

Gallongal

GallbladderGB

GonorrheaGC

Glasgow Coma Scale

Gastroesophageal reflux diseaseGERD

General endotracheal anesthesiaGETA

GCS

MeaningTerm

Glomerular filtration rateGFR

GastrointestinalGI

Gunshot woundGSW

H

MeaningTerm

WaterH2O

HemoglobinHb or HbG

MeaningTerm

Human chorionic gonadotropinHCG

BicarbonateHCO3

Fresh frozen plasmaFFP

Fistula in anoFIA

Full thickness skin graftingFTSG

FractureFx

Fractional urineFx urine

One dropgt

Multiple dropsgtt

Glucose tolerance testGTT

GenitourinaryGU

GynecologyGyn.

https://www.mometrix.com/academy/diabetes-type-i/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/blood-transfusions/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/gastrointestinal-system/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/calculations-of-drip-rates/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/calculations-of-drip-rates/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/diabetes-type-i/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/glasgow-coma-scale/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/gerd/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/diuretics/
https://www.mometrix.com/
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MeaningTerm

HematocritHCT

HemodialysisHD

High-density lipoproteinHDL

Head, eyes, ears, nose, throat

Head of bedHOB

HemoperitoneumHPT

HEENT

MeaningTerm

Heart rateHR

Hourhr

Hour of sleep (bedtime)HS

Heightht

HypertensionHTN

Hot water bottleHWB

Above/highHyper

Below/lowHypo

I

MeaningTerm

Intake and outputI&O

Incision and drainageI&D

Iliac bone graftIBG

Intensive care unit

Intercostal spaceICS

Indirect inguinal herniaIIH

ICU

MeaningTerm

Internal jugularIJ

Intraoperative cholangiogramIOC

IrregularIrr.

IsolationIsol.

IntravenousIV

J

MeaningTerm

Jugular venous distensionJVD

MeaningTerm

Jugular venous pressureJVP

K

MeaningTerm

PotassiumK

MeaningTerm

Kidneys, ureters, bladderKUB

https://www.mometrix.com/academy/vital-signs/
https://www.mometrix.com/
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L
MeaningTerm

LiterL

LaboratoryLab

Pound(s)lb

Lactate dehydrogenase

Lower extremityLE

Liver function testLFT

LDH

MeaningTerm

Lumbar punctureLP

Licensed practical nurseLPN

Left upper quadrantLUQ

Licensed vocational nurseLVN

Left lower quadrantLLQ

Level of consciousnessLOC

Never use lbs as an abbreviation for “pounds.” 

Whether you’re dealing with one pound (1 lb) or 
a hundred pounds (100 lb), there is never an s at 
the end of this abbreviation.

M
MeaningTerm

MaleM

MaternityMat

Mean corpuscular volumeMCV

Medical doctor

MeasureMeas

MeconiumMec

MD

MeaningTerm

MilliequivalentmEq

Myocardial infarctionMI

MinuteMin

MillilitermL

Midnightmn

Magnetic resonance imagingMRI

Midstream urineMSUMedicineMed

N
MeaningTerm MeaningTerm

Nausea/vomitingN/V

No acute distressNAD

SodiumNa

Nursing aide/assistantNA

https://www.mometrix.com/academy/myocardial-infarction/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/diagnostic-procedures-of-the-gastrointestinal-system/
https://www.mometrix.com/
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MeaningTerm MeaningTerm

O
MeaningTerm

OxygenO2

Obstetrics

Obtunded
OB

ObtainedObt

Orange juice

Out of bedOOB

OJ

MeaningTerm

Outpatient departmentOPD

Operating roomOR

OrthopedicsOrtho

Occupational therapy
OT

Oral temperature

Ounce(s)oz

P
MeaningTerm

Postanesthesia care unitPACU

After mealsPc

PediatricsPed

By, through

AfternoonPM

Postmortem carePMC

Per

MeaningTerm

PneumoniaPN

By mouthpo

AfterPost

PostoperativePostop

After Surgery Urine Specimen

Postpartum (after delivery)PP

Postop spec

Neonatal intensive care unitNICU

No known allergiesNKA

At nightNoct

NP Nurse practitioner

Nothing by mouthNPO

NitroglycerinNTG

Normal salineNS

Nurserynsy

Normal sinus rhythmNSR

Nasogastric tubeNG tube

https://www.mometrix.com/academy/iv-fluid/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/ekg-interpretation/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/pneumonia/
https://www.mometrix.com/
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MeaningTerm

Postpartum hemorrhagePPH

Postprandial blood sugarPPBS

BeforePre

PRN
Whenever necessary

When required

Before surgeryPreop

MeaningTerm

Urine specimen before surgeryPreop spec

Physical therapyPT

Pt Patient

Pintpt

Q
MeaningTerm MeaningTerm

Quartqt

Quantity sufficient
qs

As much as required

R
MeaningTerm

RectalR

RoomRm

Range of motionROM

MeaningTerm

Respiratory rateRR

Recovery roomRR or R Rm.

An ordered prescription or treatmentRx

The letter q means “every,” but the schedule isn’t always the same:

   • q4h = every four hours around the clock (6 doses in 24 hours)
   • qid = four times a day, often spaced during waking hours (e.g., 0800, 1200, 1600, 2000),
                not strictly every 6 hours

Some related q abbreviations like qd (every day) and qod (every other day) appear on many “do not use” lists 
because they’re easy to misread, so many facilities prefer writing out “daily” or “every other day.”

Every two hoursq2h

Every three hours

Every four hoursq4h

q3h

Everyq

Every hourqh

Every morningqam

Four times a dayqid

Every night at bedtimeqhs

https://www.mometrix.com/academy/vital-signs/
https://www.mometrix.com/
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U

MeaningTerm

UrinalysisU/A

Upper extremityUE

MeaningTerm

Upper respiratory infectionURI

Urinary tract infectionUTI

S

MeaningTerm

Sugar and acetoneS&A

Sugar and ketoneS&K

Shortness of breathSOB

MeaningTerm

stat As soon as possible, urgently

T

MeaningTerm

TemperatureTemp

Three times a daytid

MeaningTerm

Total knee replacementTKR

Tender loving careTLC

V-Z
MeaningTerm

Test for syphilisVDRL

Vital signsVS

MeaningTerm

Weightwt

X-rayXR

Year to dateYTDWithoutw/o

ZincZn

Special purchasing departmentSPD

Blood oxygen saturationSpO2

White blood cellsWBC

https://www.mometrix.com/academy/vital-signs/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/vital-signs/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/vital-signs/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/immune-system/
https://www.mometrix.com/
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The Joint Commission’s “Do Not Use” List

Using standardized abbreviations and terminology helps ensure consistency and makes sure information is 
understood correctly by everyone involved. It clears up ambiguity, especially when dealing with symbols and 
abbreviations that can mean different things in different contexts.

Standard formats are also vital for numeric values (like medication doses and lab results) because they add 
precision and reduce the risk of interpretation errors.

Though the Joint Commission doesn’t publish a list of approved abbreviations, they do provide a list of 
prohibited abbreviations, which are often misread and confused for other abbreviations or terms.

MeaningTerm

UnitU

International unitIU

Use Instead

Write the term unit

Write the term international unit

DailyQD Write the term daily

Every other dayQOD

1.0, 2.0, 3.0, etc.Trailing zero

Write the full phrase every other day

Multiple sclerosis, morphine sulfateMS Write the intended full term

Morphine sulfateMSO4 Write the full term morphine sulfate

Write the number with no trailing zero

.1, .2, .3, etc.No Leading
Zero Always include leading zero

Magnesium sulfateMgSO4 Write the full term magnesium sulfate

• 1.0 mg → read as 10 mg
(results in a tenfold overdose)

• .5 mg → read as 5 mg
(results in a tenfold overdose)

• MS → confusion between morphine
               sulfate and magnesium sulfate

(results in the wrong medication administered)

• QD → confusion with QOD
(results in daily medication given every other day)

• QOD → confusion with QD
(results in alternating medication given every day)

Common Abbreviation Errors

• Spell out medication names whenever possible

• Avoid ambiguous abbreviations

• Use leading zeros before decimals (0.3 mg)

• Remove trailing zeros after decimals (1 mg)

• Write directions clearly (e.g., “daily,” “every other day”)

• Reconfirm verbal or phone orders to ensure accuracy

• Use standardized facility-approved abbreviation lists

Safe Documentation Tips

https://www.mometrix.com/



